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Abstractor: Liz Holland       

  

 

File 01-     

 

0:00 Recording agreement. 

 

1.35 Father, Accountant – born and bred in Dunedin, attended OTAGO BOYS HIGH 

 Went to WWII – died December 1941 his ship HMS NEPTUNE caught in minefield- survived sinking to 

be on life raft, died of either exposure or drowned. Only 1 of 764 on board survived. 

 Joined Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve at 18 [went overseas in 1940 as an effective Royal Naval 

Volunteer. Served through transition phase during which Royal New Zealand Navy was formed in 

1941].  150 New Zealanders on NEPTUNE. 

 HERITAGE SYSTEM. Details. 

 

7.00 Mother, born in Southland, moved to ALEXANDRA. Moved to DUNEDIN to attend OTAGO GIRLS 

HIGH. Went to Teachers College; taught at KING EDWARD TECHNICAL COLLEGE and KAIKORAI 

VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL, Head of Geography. Did BA Geography in her 50s. Coached LOIS MOIR 

basketball.  

 

9.39 Brother, 2 years older. An Accountant, good sportsman when young. Died 10 years ago [Date*]  

 Went tramping with him, played bagpipes. Details. 

 

10.39 Royden - Born in Dunedin.  Born just before Big Snow [Date*]. Played bagpipes [BURNS HIGHLAND 

PIPE BAND] until early 20s. 

 Lived in KEW, played in SIDEY’S ESTATE [CORSTORPHINE HOUSE] with friend and brother. 

 Heritage system- Christmas events; visiting ships when they came to Port [Chalmers/ Dunedin].  

 Holidayed in [Otago] CENTRAL. 

Played cricket; tramped; climbing [rugby]. Explains. 

 

17.20 EDUCATION: 

COLLEGE STREET PRIMARY; CAVERSHAM, MACANDREW INTERMEDIATE; OTAGO BOYS HIGH 

 Favourite subjects: geography, science, 

 Played Rugby in curtain raiser before Springboks [South Africa, 1956]  

 Nicknamed Hori. Explains. 

 

22.22 OTAGO UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MINES – as student went to BROKEN HILLS in AUSTRALIA to work; 

also OHAI Coal Mines; BRUNEI Shell Oil Field; KALGOOLIE [AUSTRALIA]; WEST ARM- DEEP COVE. 

Most graduates went overseas. Students from COLUMBO PLAN attended. [Programme closed] Went 

to Auckland, eventually closed. 

 Had small BRADFORD VAN –carted kegs around for parties. Explains. 

 

30.00 EMPLOYMENT 

 Employer [BECHEL PACIFIC CORPORATION- worked from Nov 1964 to Feb 1969 as ‘Geologist’], Te 

Anau MANAPOURI POWER PROJECT. Proposed MARAROA DAM site, would have flooded most of 

MANAPOURI – very controversial [would have raised Lake Manapouri 100ft behind the proposed 

Mararoa Dam].  

 BILLY HICKS, Project Geologist (American) - his “boss”. Still in contact regularly. Employed as an 

“Assistant Engineer”. Explains. 
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35.20  MANAPOURI POWER PROJECT- involved transferring [water] flows from Te Anau and Manapouri 

through to Doubtful Sound via a powerhouse/tunnel complex. First concept 1904. Lived TE ANAU, 

WEST ARM, SOUTH ARM and MONOWAI. End. Relief Tunnel Inspector, DEEP COVE. 

 1967 bought land in CROMWELL, 200 pounds [for two sections]. 

 1968 two tunnel segments met up.  

 Did official photography as well. Walked over WILMOT PASS at night to DEEP COVE, walked through 

hole [preliminary hole-through prior to last blast later in the day] and up access tunnel [completing 

the first circuit. This was Royden’s one and only grand traverse, involving a 6 mile reach below sea 
level]. 

 1969 finished at Power Project. Explains. 

 

44.30 TRAVELS – went to Britain with MURRAY JONES by NORTHERN STAR, took 4 weeks. 

 North Wales, working for climbing gear manufacturer. 

 Had a van, travelled with friends [in Britain and Europe, climbing]. 

 In GERMANY listened to radio commentary of landing on the moon. 

 Returned to NEW ZEALAND overland. Explains. 

 

48.01 GLENORCHY, SCHEELITE MINING for 18 months. 

 MAEREWHENUA RIVER DUNTROON, prospecting for gold. 

 INVINCIBLE TUNNEL, attempted extended tunnel. Gold and Scheelite. 

 Climbed local peaks in winter time. 

 Returned to LONDON, stayed MURRAY JONES and CHARLIE HUGHES. To NEPAL to tramp. Sherpa 

Guides.  

 Went to HOKITIKA . Worked with Forest Service. 

 1973 CASSIA ASBESTOS – [Canadian company prospecting for asbestos in Red Hills, NW OTAGO]- 

Field Manager 

 1974 2 cyclones and storm caused flooding. Explains. 

  

59.30 End of File 1 

 

 

File 2-  Introduction to second session interviewing. Cut short. 

 

 

File 3- 

 

00.10 11.40am 

 

 CLUTHA VALLEY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT, October 1974. Employed by New Zealand Geological 

Survey, part of DSIR, as Geologist. 

 First permanent person on project. Lived in building which had been Top Pub [see photos provided]. 

Preceded Ministry of Works [MOW] staff by several months. 

 SHOTOVER Landslide Studies and Clutha Valley project –sometimes 7 days a week. 

6 schemes proposed and investigated along Clutha river. Discusses. 

 Government wanted power for a smelter at ARAMOANA. High Dam at Clyde, ‘Scheme H’, at Clyde 
decided upon. 

Big workforce at UPPER WAITAKI- government factored in projects based on keeping people 

employed.  

 1977 High Dam –DG3-started construction. 
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 DUNSTAN FAULT-trend towards Clyde Dam. Concerns around landslides and fault displacements. 

Rationalised split off Dunstan Fault, big step north side of gorge, change in fault activity, meant dam 

in lower risk category. Eureka moment. Different models still being developed, with different 

viewpoints. Controversy ongoing. “My viewpoint is only one of many”. First one to define recent 

activity on the Dunstan Fault. 

 

11.07 Glacial advances – discussed in detail. Need to understand Glacial history as well as Geological. 

 

14.50 Plane Crash, 1983. Cessna 203 with photographers. He joined them. OLD WOMAN RANGE – pilot 

forced to crash into tussock face. All walked away. 

   

17.10  Arbitration between ZUBLIN and New Zealand Crown – wrote [geological] document for NZ CROWN, 

presented at a hearing in Wellington. Successful. 

 

18.48 Geological Surveys -MILFORD work, Manapouri. 

 2 proposed dam sites in Kawarau – eventually abandoned; designated white-water route not to be 

dammed. Discusses community perspectives on proposed developments. 

24.10 Finished with Clyde Dam project, 1994. Offered work at Geological Survey Office. Became self-

employed. Involved in many projects including Cycle Trail [Dunstan Trail- private once retired]. 

 IGNS [INSTITUTE of GEOLOGICAL and NUCLEAR SCIENCES Ltd] now GNS – Interpreted photos for 

landslides, faults. 

 WAITAKI [HYDRO SCHEMES] - involved with 3 aborted dam proposals. 

 Worked as Geologist around DEEP COVE and 2nd MANAPOURI TUNNEL. 

 West Arm inspections, Milford Sound, DOC Huts, Plateau Avalanche – last significant involvement. 

 Describes.[Large number of small jobs such as subdivisions, house sites]. 

 

31.40 Use of GOOGLE EARTH today compared to his stereo-pair photos techniques. 

 Railway Tunnels for DOC [DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION] rail trail and many other projects.  

 

33.21 Lives in CROMWELL. Met wife SANDIE (born in LAWRENCE), KARITANE NURSE. Both enjoyed climbing 

and tramping. Step children Sally and Craig. 

 Health problems stop his outdoor activities. 

 NEPTUNE MEMORIAL, Steamer Basin -30 people (including Roy’s father) on NEPTUNE died. 

 Travelled to [ALREWIS] east of BIRMINGHAM [an old quarry, converted to wartime memorial sites] 

for another NEPTUNE MEMORIAL dedication. 

 NEPTUNE ASSOCIATION had trip to MALTA and TRIPOLI –memorial service at site of sinking. 

 Describes. 

  

43.50 BERLIN WALL – saw capsule on truck and trailer –APPOLLO 8.  

  

44. 38 Board Member OLD CROMWELL, 20 years. 

 Field trips for U3A – ALEXANDRA, QUEENSTOWN, WANAKA, UPPER CLUTHA with TREVOR CHINN- 

Glaciologist from HAWEA.  

 Researching how DIORITE (rock fragment) –was transported from Upper Hollyford to Bannockburn. 

 Cycle Trail around CROMWELL GORGE – concerned about rockfalls where the bolt-on tracks are 

going. Frustrated that it is has been progressed, put in 2 submissions against the trail. 

 Found artefacts and donated to CROMWELL MUSEUM. 

 

53.43 End of file. 
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*Dates removed for privacy and security reasons. For enquiries related to genealogy, please apply directly to the Central Otago 

Oral History Project manager. 

 

  

 


