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ABOUT US 

The Central Otago Heritage Trust, established in 2008, comprises 32 member 

groups across the heritage community. The role of the Trust is to represent the 

collective interests of these groups in protecting, preserving and celebrating our 

unique heritage. It is governed by trustees nominated and elected by members. 

The Trust is the founding organisation of Heritage Central Otago. Our community-

based initiatives are represented under the Heritage Central Otago identity.  

OUR TRUSTEES 

David Ritchie (Chair), Marco Creemers, Russell Garbutt, Lynda Gray, Warwick 

Hawker, David Hurd, Pene Morris & Ross Naylor. Ann Rodgers (CODC Liaison). 

Maggie Hope (Heritage Coordinator). 
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HERITAGE MATTERS 

FROM THE CHAIR  

Spring brings new energy and enthusiasm 

for getting things done, but the past few 

months have also been busy.  

We recently received confirmation that our 

grant application to the Council®s 

Community Fund was successful. This 

funding enables us to employ our part-time 

coordinator, Maggie Hope, to help achieve 

the Trust®s program of work.  

We recognize that funding for community-based initiatives is increasingly 

challenging. If you are applying for a grant, we may be able to assist by providing a 

letter of support to include with your application. Please get in touch with Maggie if 

you®d like to explore this option. 

Our Oral History Project received further funding with a $9,500 grant from the 

Lotteries Environment and Heritage Fund and a second tranche of funding from the 

Central Lakes Trust. In July, we organised a full-day oral history training workshop 

to replenish our pool of volunteers. We now have an additional 16 new volunteers 

trained in using internationally recognized standards and best practice for 

recording oral histories. 

The photos from last year®s Heritage In Focus Photography® competition are now 

available for download in our website®s image gallery, which was launched a few 

weeks ago. Feel free to use any of these 175 images on your website and in other 

heritage-related communications. Please remember to credit the photographer 

when using the images. Find out more about this resource on page 11. 

Our 'Heritage Talks' program continues to attract significant interest, with most 

events being oversubscribed. The Night Skies of Otago® talk by Andy Davey, held 

at Central Stories in August, took us on a wonderful journey into the galaxies that 

can only be viewed from the southern hemisphere. Protecting our relatively pristine 

night skies is something we can all contribute to by using simple techniques for 

managing artificial outdoor lighting. Find out more on page 6. 

Coming up in September at Clyde Museum, fellow Trustee Russell Garbutt will 

present The Life and Times of Vincent Pyke,® and shed light on the lesser-known 

aspects of this 19th-century go-getter. Then, on 20 November, as part of our AGM, 

we will welcome guest speaker Associate Professor James Beattie from Victoria 

University, who will discuss The Experiences of the Chinese on the Otago 

Goldfields.® 
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On behalf of Trustees, I®d like to welcome three new members to the Trust: 

1. Old Cromwell Inc. 

2. Haehaeata Natural Heritage Trust 

3. Maniototo Early Settlers Museum 

This brings our membership base to 32 organisations with a focus on heritage. We 

look forward to formally welcoming these new members at our AGM in November.  

I would also like to welcome Jane Lancaster (MNZM) as the new Chair of the 

Central Otago Museums Trust. Jane brings extensive governance experience in 

commercial and not-for-profit sectors that will be put to good use in strengthening 

connectivity and capability within our Central Otago museums network (see page 

20). The Central Museums 100 exhibition, launching in October, is a testament to 

what can be achieved when working as a collective.  

There is much work ahead of us. We®re hopeful that the consultation process to 

update the heritage provisions in the CODC District Plan, scheduled for later this 

year, will inform our Strategic Direction.  

We would also like to use this engagement opportunity to assess the benefits of our 

Council and the community developing a wider arts, culture and heritage strategy 

for our district.  

David Ritchie, Chair - Central Otago Heritage Trust (COHT) 
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CELEBRATING OUR HERITAGE 

THE WONDERS OF OUR SOUTHERN NIGHT SKIES 

What makes our part of the world so special for stargazers, was the topic of a 

Heritage Talk held at Central Stories in August. Andy Davey, from the Winterstellar 

Charitable Trust, took attendees on an astronomical journey, showcasing the stars 

and galaxies that are visible in the southern hemisphere. 

Our breathtaking night sky views are 

partly due to the Earth's tilt on its axis. 

The South Pole points towards the 

galactic core of the Milky Way, a 

region teeming with stars, gas, dust 

and home to a super-massive black 

hole around which the galaxy 

revolves. ̄ Otago is one of the rare 

places on Earth where you can 

witness both the galactic core and an 

aurora,° says Andy. 

"Another striking feature of the 

southern sky is the Magellanic Clouds 

which are two irregular dwarf galaxies 

that orbit the Milky Way. Named after 

the 26th century explorer, Ferdinand 

Magellan, these galaxies offer a 

unique opportunity to study the 

processes of galaxy formation and 

evolution.° 

You might be wondering what night 

skies have to do with heritage. 

Throughout history, every civilisation 

has created its own stories and 

interpretations of the heavens. The 

night sky intertwines natural, cultural 

and historical elements, 

encompassing the intangible aspects 

of heritage such as oral traditions, 

performing arts, social and ritual 

practices, gardening milestones and 

festive events.   The Milky Way from Poolburn Tunnel on the 

Otago Central Rail Trail 
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One of the most iconic features of our southern night skies is the Southern Cross, 

or Crux. Though small, this distinct constellation serves as a metaphorical symbol 

and a navigation aid for many cultures. In Australia and New Zealand, the Southern 

Cross is a prominent emblem, appearing on the flags of both nations. For Mġori, it 

represents Te Punga, the anchor of the great celestial canoe, Te Waka o Rangi. 

Many of the stars visible to the naked eye are located thousands of light-years 

away. With strong binoculars, you can observe Centaurus A, a galaxy 

approximately 13 million light-years away.  

T̄his means that the light we see from Centaurus A left there shortly after Lake 

Manuherekia dominated the Central Otago landscape. Closer to home, the Matariki 

The constellation known as ¯Te Waka o Rangi° is connected to the setting of 

Matariki. Known by a variety of names based on regional kőrero, Te Waka o 

Rangi is a canoe with Matariki at the front and Tautoru, or Orion®s Belt, at the 

back. The waka is captained by a star named Taramainuku, who casts his net, 

Te Kupenga a Taramainuku, each evening upon the Earth and hauls up the 

souls of those who have died that day. 

The spirits of the deceased are placed on his waka until Haratua, the Tangaroa 

moon marking the end of the year. At this time, Matariki sets, and Te Waka o 

Rangi becomes vertical in the western sky, setting with the sun. As Matariki sets, 

Taramainuku guides the souls on their journey into the heavens of Rarohenga. 

Courtesy of https://matariki.twoa.ac.nz 

https://matariki.twoa.ac.nz/
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(or Pleiades) cluster is a mere 440 light-years away, meaning the light we see today 

left there not long after the extinction of the Haast Eagle and the Moa!° says Andy. 

The lack of light pollution is also what makes stargazing so special in Central Otago. 

Today, 80% of the world®s population lives under polluted night skies, whereas 70% 

of Otago®s skies meet the darkness criteria required for establishing an 

International Dark Sky Reserve. 

The Aoraki Mackenzie International Dark Sky Reserve, the largest in the world, 

spans 4,367 km². A key goal of the Winterstellar Charitable Trust is to secure 

International Dark Sky Reserve status for Central Otago. If it covered the Vincent, 

Maniototo and Teviot Wards, this would encompass a total area of 7,040 km². 

Otago's clear dark skies offer a significant opportunity for the region, with the 

potential to drive local economic growth through astro -tourism. However, ongoing 

commercial and residential developments are having an impact. Over the past 

decade, Queenstown®s night sky brightness has more than doubled, and 

Cromwell's has increased by 50%. Managing light pollution is the key to protecting 

this resource. 

¯There are a few simple things we can 

do to reduce light pollution. For example, 

using motion sensors or timers on 

outdoor lights and replacing outdoor 

bulbs with those on the warm end of the 

spectrum, ideally 3,000 Kelvins or lower. 

Outdoor light fittings should also be 

shielded or tilted downwards to minimize 

the amount of light that spills into the 

sky,° says Andy. 

In June this year, the Central Otago 

District Council adopted a new chapter in 

the District Plan (Plan Change 22) to help 

protect our pristine night skies. This plan 

change will enable applications for Dark 

Sky Community accreditation, such as 

the Naseby Night Sky Precinct.  

Īt's wonderful to see Central Otago communities embracing the 

beauty and significance of our clear night skies. Together, we can 

protect and preserve this precious resource, ensuring that our 

night skies will continue to inspire future generations," says Andy. 

Follow this QR code to find out how you can contribute to  

protecting our Central Otago night skies. 

Outdoor lighting to reduce light pollution 
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MEET MRS HERON - THE GRAND OLD LADY OF ROXBURGH® 

Courageous, calm and committed are 

three words that epitomise Mrs Heron. 

Harriet Heron immigrated to New 

Zealand in 1858 with her first husband, 

William Bowbyes. William drowned in 

1860 while attempting to rescue the crew 

of a schooner in trouble at sea. A year 

later, Harriet married Henry Heron, a 

butcher who initially set up shop in 

Lawrence before moving to the Roxburgh 

Gorge gold camp at Fourteen Mile. 

Before joining him, Mrs Heron sold the 

butcher®s shop and spent three years as 

the only woman at Fourteen Mile Camp.   

In addition to mining for gold, the Herons 

ran a store and purchased gold from the 

miners. Once the easy gold finds ran out, 

the Herons moved down to Twelve Mile 

Beach where they set up another store. 

During her time in the gorge, Mrs Heron 

offered tea and scones to two male 

travellers only to find out later that they 

were the Maungatapu murderers. Little 

did they know of the gold stashed in the bedroom! 

After living in the gorge for twelve years, the Herons bought the Beighton®s 

Commercial Hotel on Cheviot St in 1875 and moved into Roxburgh. When Henry 

died in 1896, Harriet continued to run the hotel. In 1900, Harriet purchased 

Beighton®s General Store.  

In 1902, she hired William 

Kinaston to erect a brick building 

adjoining the store, which 

became the Commercial Hotel 

on Scotland St.  

Cobb & Co used this as a 

stopping point and Mrs Heron 

was always on hand to provide 

breakfast and see the 

passengers on their way. She 

retained control of the Commercial Hotel until 1913. 

Harriet Ann Heron 1836 -1933 
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Mrs. Heron died on October 28, 1933, at the age of 97. The Otago Daily Times 

obituary referred to her as the grand old lady of Roxburgh® and noted that she 

wished to spend the evening of her days in the little town she had seen grow from a 

very small beginning. Her wish was fulfilled.

 

Mrs Heron®s Cottage (circa 1860s) sits on the bank of the Clutha - Mata Au River 

on the Roxburgh Gorge. Stabilisation to the stonework and new wooden doors 

were completed in 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Telling the stories of our region with 100 objects  

Mrs Heron®s Hat is one of the 20 items selected by the Teviot 

District Museum for the Central Museums 100 Exhibition. 

16 October  2024 - 30 April 2025  

Showing across our five Central Otago Museums  
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HERITAGE TALKS  

Take a look at the next two events in our Heritage Talks programme. Entry to these 

events is by koha-donation, with proceeds going to the host museum - think of it as 

the price you would pay for a coffee. Book your place at 

www.heritagecentralotago.org.nz/events. 
  

The Life and Times of  Vincent Pyke   

Pyke Street, Dunstan Hospital, Vincent Ward, and 

the Vincent Community Board are names we®re 

familiar with, but who were they named after? 

Meet Vincent Pyke: draper, miner, politician, 

writer, explorer and 19th-century go-getter. 

6:30 pm,  Wednesday, 25 September  

Clyde Museum, Blyth St  

Russell Garbutt will highlight some of Pyke®s 

lesser-known activities in the Dunstan region. 

This talk is the third in a series showcasing some 

of the fascinating items selected for the Central 

Museums 100 Exhibition (CM100), set to launch  

in October. 

 

  

Chinese Experiences on the Otago Goldfields  

Associate Professor, James Beattie, 

from Victoria University, will shed light 

on the lives of Cantonese gold miners 

in Central Otago. When the gold 

began to run out, they quickly 

established themselves as market 

gardeners and entrepreneurs. 

6:45pm, Wednesday, 2 0 November   

Alexandra Community House  

This talk will immediately follow the 

Central Otago Heritage Trust AGM  

which starts at 5:30 pm. All members 

and the public are welcome.  

Vincent Pyke 

Image courtesy of Hocken Library 

Market gardeners Ah Sam and Joe Shum 

Otago Witness, February 1888 

http://www.heritagecentralotago.org.nz/events



























